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The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Madam Secretary:

As Chairman and Ranking Member of the U.S. House Human Rights and Oversight Subcommittee, we
urge you to condemn the recent Chinese crackdown in Xinjiang province and demand the Chinese
investigate attacks made against Uighurs in Guangdong on June 25 and June 26.

This past weekend, while Americans were celebrating their independence, Uighurs in the far western
province of Xinjiang in China peacefully took to the streets to demand similar rights. The Uighurs simply
sought a thorough investigation of a mob attack on Uighurs that took place in the Guangdong region that
was allegedly spurred by rumors—that were later proven false—that a Uighur man raped a Han Chinese
woman. The Chinese-controlled media reported two Uighurs dead and 118 people injured in that
incident. First-person accounts of the attack suggest the death toll was much higher.

In response to protesting Uighurs, the Chinese government assembled a formidable police force, and
human rights groups have reported that an unknown number of Uighurs were fired upon by Chinese
authorities and killed. The state-controlled Chinese media puts the death toll at 156 while Uighur groups
have placed the dead at closer to 500.

This senseless slaughter cannot and should not be tolerated. We cannot have a “business as usual”
relationship with a regime that shoots down factory workers and students over labor issues—the
Communist Chinese must announce who was personally responsible and ordered this outrageous action.

In defending their actions, Chinese officials have blamed the regime’s violence on Mrs. Rebiya Kadeer, a
well-known Chinese dissident, democracy advocate and Uighur currently living in the United States.
Mrs. Kadeer, a three-time nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize, has never encouraged nor supported
violence in the past and instead has sought a peaceful resolution to her people’s troubles in China. We
have both met and heard Mrs. Kadeer testify at our Subcommittee’s hearings and find it appalling that the
Chinese government is attempting to ascribe its own brutal acts as the responsibility of this courageous
woman who fully embraces democracy and non-violence.



Secretary Clinton, we urge you to condemn the recent violence against China’s ethnic minority. The
Chinese regime in Beijing should not be allowed to engage in another Tiananmen Square with,
international impunity. Over the past few months, our Subcommittee has held a series of hearings on the
plight of Uighurs in China and the wrongful detention of 22 Uighurs at Guantanamo Bay. We have had
numerous experts testify to Chinese persecution of the Uighur minority.

We believe it is time for the United States to take a stand against Chinese abuse of Uighurs in Xinjiang.
We therefore urge you to condemn Chinese violence against Uighurs in the strongest possible terms and
to strongly encourage an investigation into the mob attacks in Guangdong province.

Sincerely,

Bill Jgg’ﬁw D“" ﬂlfs

Dana Rohrabacher
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on International Organizations, Subcommittee on International Organizations,
Human Rights, and Oversight Human Rights, and Oversight




